IN  AND   NEAR ATHENS

most simpatica of cities, wonderfully cheerful, sim-
ply ga>% of a perfect behavior,, yet unceremonious,

I have said that the Greeks are democrats. Never-
theless, like certain other democrats of whom one
has heard, there are Greeks who love to think that
they are not quite as all other Greeks. America, I
am informed, has her afour hundred/' Greece has
her "fifty-two." In New York the "four hundred"
consider themselves the advance-guard of fashion,
if not of civilization. In Athens the "fifty-two"
rejoice In a similar conviction. They do daring
things sometimes. There is a card-game beloved of
the Greeks called "Mouse," The fifty-two have in-
troduced bridge and despise "Mouse." In Athens
they frequent one another's houses. In the summer
they "remove" to Kephisia in the pine-woods, where
there are many pleasant, and some very fantastic,,
villas, and where picnics, tennis, and card-parties,
theatrical performances and dances, fleet the hours,
which are always golden, away. They are some-
times criticized by the "outsiders," for even gods are
subject to criticism. People say now and then,
"What will the fifty-two do next?" or, "Really there
is no end to the folly of the fifty-two P But have not
similar remarks been heard even at Newport or upon
Fifth Avenue pavements ? Nevertheless, despite the
fifty-two, you have only to look at the thin and
decrepit palings of King* George's garden to realize